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BUYING A HOME IN DC
URBAN FIELD GUIDE TO



As a Buyer’s Agent, we work for you, not the Seller. It is 
our job to find the perfect home for you, negotiate the best 
deal and guide you step-by-step through the entire pro-
cess of purchasing your home.

Best part of working with a Buyer’s Agent? You don’t have 
to pay for it! Agents are independent contractors who get 
paid from the Seller’s proceeds at closing.

WHAT I’LL DO FOR YOU:

•  First and foremost, I listen to you

•  Understand what it is you’re looking for

•  Identify properties that fit your criteria

•  Help you discover new neighborhoods

•  Take you on tours of the homes that interest you most

•  Write the offer when you find your perfect home

•  Negotiate the contract to get you the best terms possible

•  Recommend: Home Inspectors, Lenders, Title Companies, 

•  Movers, Painters, Contractors

•  Walk you through the process from contract to closing

•  Most importantly, act as your advisor & advocate
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FIND AN  agent 



New & Modern?

Old & Charming?

Something In-Between?

What are your Must Haves versus your Really Wants?

What’s on your wish list?
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FIND YOUR  style 

OUTDOOR SPACE

AMENITIES

NEIGHBORHOODS

WALKABILITY

BEDROOMS

BATHROOMS

PARKING

SIZE



Working with a reputable, local lender is huge part of
helping to ensure a smooth transaction from contract to
closing. The mortgage application isn’t nearly as scary 
as it seems.

Here’s a list of things you’ll need to get pre-approved:

2 MONTHS BANK STATEMENTS

2 MONTHS FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

LAST 2 PAY STUBS

2 YEARS TAX RETURNS

2 YEARS W2

CREDIT CHECK – LENDER WILL RUN FOR YOU

Your lender will then work with you to determine what 
loan program is best for you based on how much your 
can – and want – to spend.
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FIND A  lend� 
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MAKE AN  off� 

You’ve found the perfect place and now it’s time to
Make an Offer!

DC is a very competitive market so you need an agent 
who knows the contract and who can help you structure 
an offer to get accepted with the most favorable terms.

Items we’ll discuss:

OFFER PRICE

SETTLEMENT DATE

EARNEST MONEY DEPOSIT

CONTINGENCIES

• HOME INSPECTION

• APPRAISAL

• FINANCING

TITLE COMPANY

ESCALATION CLAUSES

CLOSING COSTS



The home buying process can be a daunting one but with the help of an experienced Buyer’s Agent to walk you through 
every step & manage your expectations, you can feel confident that not only do you have a new home you love, but the 
journey to get it was as painless as possible.
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FINAL  steps

Congratulations – you got the house! Now what?

We will:
•GUIDE YOU STEP-BY-STEP THROUGH THE CONTINGENCIES

•SET UP THE CLOSING

•BE YOUR POINT OF CONTACT FOR YOUR LENDER AND 

•SETTLEMENT COMPANY

•TAKE YOU ON A FINAL WALK-THROUGH OF THE PROPERTY

•ACCOMPANY YOU TO THE SETTLEMENT

We will:
•CHOOSE A MOVING COMPANY

•SET UP UTILITIES FOR YOUR NEW HOME

•SEND OUT CHANGE OF ADDRESS CARDS

•COME TO SETTLEMENT TO SIGN MORTGAGE 

•DOCUMENTS

•SIGN THE DEED OF TRUST

•GET THE KEYS TO YOUR NEW HOME!


